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PART TWO
18. For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in
unrighteousness,
19. Because that which may be known of God is manifest in
them; for God hath shown it unto them.
20. For the invisible things of him from the creation of the
world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are
made, even his eternal power and Godhead, so that they are
without excuse;
21. Because, when they knew God, they glorified him not as
God, neither were thankful, but became vain in their imagina
tions, and their foolish heart was darkened.
22. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,
23. And changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an
image made like corruptible man, and birds, and four-footed
beasts, and creeping things.
24. Wherefore, God also gave them up to uncleanness
through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their own
bodies between themselves,
25. Who changed the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped
and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed
forever. Amen.
26. For this cause God gave they up unto vile affections; for
even their women did change the natural use for that which is
against nature;
27. And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the
woman, burned in their lust one toward another, men with
men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in them
selves that recompense of their error which was meet.
28. And even as they did not like to retain God in their
knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do
those things which are not convenient,
29. Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wick
edness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, de
bate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,
30. Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters,
inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents;
31. Without understanding; covenant breakers, without
natural affection, implacable, unmerciful;
32. Who, knowing the judgment of God, that they who com
mit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same but
have pleasure in them that do them.
(Romans 1: 18-32)
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CONDEMNATION (1: 18-3:20)
OUTLINE

I.

The Heathen are Condemned (1: 18-31)
A. The Provision for the Heathen (1: 19, 20)
1. The Legacy of Comprehension
2. The Light of Conscience
3. The Light of Creation
B.

The Pronouncement Against the Heathen (1: 18,
19, 20, 25, 28)
1. They Suppressed the Truth (1: 18)
2. They Subverted the Truth (1:25)
3. They Spurned the Truth (1:28)

C.

The
1.
2.
3.

Perverseness of the Heathen (1 :21, 23, 25)
The Sin of Ingratitude (1:21)
The Sin of Idolatry (1:23)
The Sin of Infidelity (1 :25)

D. The Punishment of the Heathen (1:24, 26, 28, 32)
1. God's Prerogative to Punish (1: 18)
2. God's Procedure in Punishing (1 :24, 26, 28)

II.

The Hypocrite is Condemned (2: 1-16)
A. There is No Excuse (2: 1, 2)
B. There is No Escape (2:3-5)
C. There is No Exception (2:6-11)
D. There is No Exoneration (2:12-16)

III. The Hebrew is Condemned (2: 17-3:8)
A. His Privileges (2: 17-20)
B. His Profession (2:21-24)
C. His Pretense (2:25-29)
D. His Prerogative (3: 1-8)
IV. The Human Race is Condemned (3:9-20)
A. The Condition is Pronounced (3:9)
B. The Condition is Proved (3:10-18)
C. The Conclusion is Positive (3: 19, 20)
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WHY THE HEATHEN ARE CONDEMNED (1:18-32)
PART TWO

CONDEMNATION (ROMANS 1:18-3:20)
Now that the theme and subject of the Epistle have been
stated, the apostle proceeds to establish man's need for
God's provision of salvation in the Gospel. This entire sec
tion (1: 18 :-3: 20 l is devoted to show that every member of the
human race is sinful and lost, needing salvation. It is the
Gospel for the whole world. If no one is lost, why bother
telling people they need to be saved? If no one is sick, why
bother to call a doctor?
Is mankind really lost? Does every member of the human
race really need to be saved? In the section of the Epistle
before us, we have a courtroom scene. Court is now in
session. In three distinct sessions, in which three groups are
arraigned before the Divine Judge, it is proved that every
person is a sinner and needs the salvation made available by
God through His Son the Lord Jesus Christ.
This section of Romans opens with a statement that is
well-nigh frightening: "The wrath of God is revealed from
heaven. . . " (1: 18 ). The picture Paul presents is not an
attractive one. The word "wrath" (Gr. orge) occurs twelve
times in Romans. Orge is a form of anger. It is God's person
al reaction to sin, His abhorrence and hatred of sin. This is
no new concept which might have originated in the mind of
Paul.
Early in the Old Testament we meet the wrath of God. His
wrath, meaning His anger, indignation, fury, is referred to
not less than sixty times in the Old Testament, and His
anger not less than forty times, making at least one hundred
references in all. With God it is never an uncontrolled and
arbitrary outburst of wrath, but that necessary exercise of
infallible judgment which is in keeping with His nature and
character as a whole. Wrath is one of the essential attributes
of Deity without which God would cease to be God. Any
violation of God's holy law must of necessity provoke His
wrath. The wrath of God is His inevitable condemnation of
sin.
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The spiritual condition of the heathen has been a con
troversial subject for centuries. Misconceptions are held
alike by some Christians and non-Christians. It seems that
with the passing of time, fewer persons believe that the
heathen are lost and need to hear the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
There are those persons who contend that God would not
permit such a large number of souls to perish, or that God's
great love will provide a way of escape, or that the heathen
who have not had an opportunity to hear the Gospel in this
life will somehow have their chance after death.
Some misconceptions might disappear if the meaning of
the term "heathen" was understood. A general idea men
have is that the heathen are those naked, uncivilized sav
ages in the jungles of the earth. Well, those people are
heathen. However, be certain that there are great numbers
of heathen walking the streets of our modern cities.
The English word "heathen" occurs seven times in the
New Testament. It is translated from the Greek word
ethnos, meaning nations. In the Old Testament the word
"heathen" appears about one hundred and fifty times, and is
translated nations from the Hebrew word goi. Whether in
the Old Testament or in the New, the word merely means
the other nations as distinguished from the Hebrews, with
out intending any reference to religion. So then a heathen is
a Gentile, whether naked and uncivilized in New Guinea, or
clothed and civilized in New York.

I.

THE PROVISION FOR THE HEATHEN (1:19,20)

We do not question the fact that God had made some
provision for the heathen. It is true that the Gentile nations
did not have the written revelation from God such as the
Law He gave to Israel. However, God did not leave the
remainder of the Gentile race in total darkness, neither
before, during, nor after the time of Moses and the giving of
the written Law. God did make a three-fold provision for
them.
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A. The Legacy of Comprehension (1: 19)
In verse 19 Paul speaks of "that which may be known of
God", literally "that which is knowable about God". A
radio listener wrote and asked the question, "How could
those people be responsible who lived back there in heathen
darkness? How could they be expected to know God?" Paul
answers such questions by telling us that, even to the heath
en, God is knowable. All students of the Bible are agreed
that, in the fullest and final sense of the word, God is
incomprehensible. However, all are agreed that He can be
known and comprehended in a limited sense. Our Lord
Jesus Christ prayed to the Father, "and this is life eternal,
that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent" (John 17:3).
Though man never had a knowledge of God that is perfect
and exhaustive in every way, he always did have that knowl
edge which is sufficiently adequate to establish universal
accountability. Thus all men are held accountable for the
knowable as well as for the known. Willful ignorance is
never excusable. Stamped upon the nature of every man is a
certain knowledge of God for which man is answerable.
Such knowledge is God's legacy to us all. Paul, writing of the
heathen, said, "Because that, when they knew God, they

glorified him not as God ... and did not like to retain God
in their knowledge" (Romans 1 :21,28). They had it but
decided against it.
B. The Light of Conscience (1: 19)
Now please take note of that word "because" in verses 19
and 21. There is justifiable cause for God condemning the
heathen. True, the Gentiles did not have a documentary
revelation from God such as the Law which was given to
Israel at Sinai. But they did have another law "in them"
(1: 19), that is, in their hearts, in their conscience. Paul calls
it "the law written in their hearts, their conscience also
bearing witness" (2: 15). "Because that which may be
known of God is manifest in them" (1: 19). The word "man
ifest" (Gr. phaneros) means that the inner knowledge was
evident, apparent, known. Something greater and more
sacred than the Mosaic Law written on tables of stone is the
unwritten law stamped indelibly in the heart of man.
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God has given to every person a conscience, the mental
faculty by which man judges his own thoughts and actions
and passes sentence upon them. It is man's innate knowl
edge of what is right and what is wrong. That knowledge,
manifested in the consciousness of every person, is suffi
cient to hold him accountable to God. Added to the legacy of
comprehension is the light of conscience so that the truth of
God witnesses to the consciousness and conscience of every
man.
C.

The Light of Creation (1:20)

"For the invisible things of him from the creation of the
world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that
are made, even His eternal power and Godhead; so that
they are without excuse" (1 :20). The nature of God, in its
different attributes and characteristics, is invisible to man.
And yet the physical creation does reveal to some degree
what God is like. Here indeed is a paradox; invisible things
are visible. There is then a knowledge of God through the
light of the created universe. In creation man can know
certain facts, among them being the Deity and power of the
Creator.
That God should reveal Himself in creation was not an
invention of Paul. The Psalmist worte, "The heavens de
clare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his
handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto
night sheweth knowledge. There is no speech nor language,
where their voice is not heard" (Psalm 19: 1-3). Anyone
reading Job, chapters 36-41, will see clearly what creation
has to say to the willing learner. The creation that sur
rounded Adam and Eve and their immediate posterity, and
which surrounds us today, is a solemn reminder of its
Creator's eternal power and Godhead. So abundantly and so
clearly has God revealed Himself in creation, that man is

"without excuse".
II.

THE PRONOUNCEMENT
AGAINST THE HEATHEN

In view of His three-fold provision for the heathen, God
says, "they are without excuse" (1 :20). The marginal read
ing in some Bibles has it, "so that they may be without
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excuse". Paul is saying that God's provision for the heathen
was planned so that all men would be left inexcusable.
Herein lies God's righteous condemnation of the entire
race. Any man could see what God is like from looking at
God's world. This was Paul's argument when he witnessed
to the pagans at Lystra. Speaking of the living God, Paul
said, "He left not himself without witness, in that he did
good, and gave us rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons
filling our hearts with food and gladness" (Acts 14: 17). Men
have always sinned, and do continue to sin, not from any
lack of knowledge but in spite of it. It was the plan and
purpose of God to remove from the heathen all possible
excuse for his sinning.
A. They Suppressed the Truth (1: 18)
God's wrath is revealed from heaven against men because
they "hold the truth in unrighteousness" (1: 18 ). The word
translated hold (Gr. katech6) means to hold down, to sup
press. Sin has a tendency to hinder the truth, and in so doing
it is not merely the sinner suppressing the truth who is
affected, but it hinders others from bring reached with the
truth. The truth in Romans 1: 18 is not the Gospel as we
know it today, for the ancient heathen did not have the
Gospel. It is the truth in the context of the passage, the fact
that God had revealed Himself in creation and in man's
conscience. Such treatment of Divinely given knowledge
justifies the wrath of God.
B. They subverted the Truth (1 :25)
They "changed the truth of God into a lie" (1:25). The
word change (Gr. metallass6) means to exchange one thing
for another, the giving up of one thing in order to receive
another. Also in Romans 1:25 the definite article appears
before the word "lie" in the Greek text and therefore is
rendered "the lie". Our Lord said that Satan is the father of
this lie (John 8:44). Basically the lie is the idea that man does
not need God, so in his mind he dethrones God and deifies
himself, thereby worshipping the created being rather than
the Creator. The lie reaches its climax in the Man of Sin
during the Tribulation (II Thessalonians 2:3,4, 10, 11 ). Such
treatment of the truth deserves the wrath of God.
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C. They Spurned the Truth (1:28)
Man refused to be satisfied with the knowledge God gave
to him, thus he went out of his way to obliterate God from
his thinking. It was an open case of a self-willed choice after
considering the circumstances. And such is the heart of man
today. Not many who hear God's truth decide to heed it.
The Scriptures have predicted that with the passing of time
"they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables" (II Timothy 4:4). "As Jannes and Jam
bres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth . . . "
(II Timothy 3:8). Man does a dangerous thing when he
rejects the light of Divine revelation. The Lord Jesus said, "If
therefore the light that is in thee be darkness, how great is
that darkness" (Matthew 6:23)! One who has never known
light can be well adjusted to the darkness, but once the light
has entered and then is extinguished, the darkness that
follows is not only greater than the former darkness, but
more damaging in its results. Beware of spurning the truth!
Man's heart has not changed. When our Lord visited the
country of the Gadarenes He performed the miracle of cast
ing out demons. The people of that land saw the One in
action Who said, "I am the Truth". Now anyone reading
that story in Mark, chapter five, might reason that the
residents of that community would receive Christ gladly.
But what did they do? The record has it that "they began to
pray Him to depart out of their coasts" (Mark 5: 17). The
people wanted no more of the light! And our blessed Lord
did not force Himself upon them, but entered the ship and
departed from them. In contrast to the majority, the one
man who was saved "prayed Him that he might be with
Him" (Mark 5: 18). Why did not the majority want the light?
Jesus said, "Men loved darkness rather than light, because
their deeds were evil'' (John 3: 19).
God's pronouncement, "without excuse", is a righteous
one based on man's mishandling the truth God gave to him.

III.

THE PERVERSENESS OF THE HEATHEN

Whenever a man scorns light given to him by God, there is
no telling just how far he will descend morally and mental
ly. The person who persists in suppressing, subverting and
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spurning God's revelation leaves himself open to disastrous
consequences. In this present study we will look at three
downward steps of the sinner who rejects God's revelation
to him.
A. Ingratitude (1:21)
Instead of being thankful to God for what He had given,
the heathen refused to show any appreciation. "Neither
were thankful" is the way they are described. A thankless
attitude toward God is one evidence that ·man is alienating
himself from God. In this instance, it was the refusal to
show any gratitude whatever for the knowledge God made
available to man. Creation reveals God to be good, kind and
merciful, for which He is to be glorified and thanked. But
right here the heathen failed.
There is a lesson here for us all. Any failure on our part to
thank God for His goodness, especially for the revelation of
Himself and His good purposes for us, can lead to disastrous
consequences. It is a step downward. We must thank God
daily for the mercies and blessing He bestows upon us, but
in particular for His inspired revelation to us as we have it in
His word. Every nugget of Divinely revealed truth should be
cause for adoration and praise to our heavenly Father. "In
everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning you" (I Thessalonians 5: 18). "Be ye thank
ful" (Colossians 3:15).
Failing to thank God for the revelation of Himself, the
h eathen lapsed into abysmal ignorance to the extent they
" became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart
wa s darkened " (1:21 ). "Became vain" (Gr. moraino) means
they became fools and acted foolishly. The noun form is
moros, meaning dull, stupid. Our English word "moron"
comes from moros. Stated simply, when the sinner rejects
God's truth he makes a fool of himself. Folly increases when
truth is spurned. The rejection of truth creates a vacuum in
the mind, and this in turn leaves the way open for human
foolishness to take over. Any man who turns his back upon
God ends up making a fool of himself.
B. Idolatry (1:23)
"And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an
image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and
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four-footed beasts, and creeping things" (1:23). In this pas
sage we are face to face with a result of man's foolishness.
The sinner's folly led him to exchange the glory of the one
true living God for images of humans and animals. In so
doing man not only robbed God of His glory, but he robbed
himself. What utter foolishness to exchange the glory of
God for an image of a bird, beast or snake! Having rejected
God, the sinner was left without a god.
Now man is a worshipper by nature, being so constituted
by his Creator. But having turned from the true God, he
proceeds to make another god for himself. Paul points out
the fact that first on the list of false gods is "man", and then
the hst descends to birds, beasts and snakes. When Satan
first invaded the human race he said to Eve "Ye shall be as
gods" (Genesis 3:5). How different the Bible's description of
man s religious development from that of the evolutionist!
All forms of idolatry are practiced by persons whose minds
are affected through their rejection of God's truth.
Our present society has in it millions ofpeople who refuse
to accept the Bible for what it is, namely, the Word of God.
The result has been the rise of many cults and anti
Christian religions. All the religions of the world, apart from
biblical Christianity, are man-made imitations; they are
perversions of the true.
Dr. James M. Stifler said, "The heathen did not stop with
likening God to man, they figured Him as a bird, then a
quadruped, and finally as a reptile. There was the Apollo of
the Greeks, the eagle of the Romans, the bull of the Egyp
tians, and the serpent of the Assyrians. Man at first was not
an idolater. Man did not work his way from fetishism
through polytheism up to monotheism and the worship of
the true God. His course was the reverse." From the begin
nmg he did not grow better religiously, but worse. The Bible
gives no evidence of idolatry among the antediluvians. Men
in that age "called on the name of the Lord" (Genesis 4:26).
The earliest mention of idolatry belongs to the days of
Abraham (Joshua 24:2). Man changed the glory of God for
idols; not idols for the glory of God. The imagery and use of
material. objects and the sensuous character of religious
services m our own day illustrates what happens when the
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Scriptural view of the Godhead is denied. Man is essentially
a worshiper. If he turns from the true worship of God, he will
seek some other object to take the place of the Creator, and
this is the sin of idolatry.
C. Immortality (1:26-31)
In these six verses Paul mentions twenty-four sins,
among them the lowest form of evil indulgence. The sin
that leads the long list is homosexuality (1 :26, 2 7). It is
labeled a "vile affection", meaning a dishonorable passion,
a shameful lust. Such behavior as is mentioned here is one
short step from idolatry. When man abandons God and
becomes his own god, he chooses his own life-style and
satisfies his own evil desires without any fear of retribution.
The condition of moral degeneracy in these verses is not
exaggerated in the least. It existed in Paul's day and has
become increasingly worse so that in our day it is without
parallel. Society from top to bottom is shot through with
corruption of every sort. There is nothing that Paul said
about the heathen world that we do not see in our world
today. Man can stoop to the lowest depths and become a
slave to uncleanness and iniquity when he shuts God out of
his life.
Man is not improving; he is getting worse. God gave to
him a good start at the beginning, but as he turned from God
his passions became unbridled. All of the evil propensities
in man did not show up at one time. The first families on the
earth, after the fall of Adam, were far more righteous in their
behavior than were the generations to follow that rejected
God's revelation. What a solemn lesson there is here for
those of us who have the privilege of a pure Gospel ministry!
IV.

THE PUNISHMENT OF THE HEATHEN

In verse 1 7 we learned that in the Gospel the righteous
ness of God is revealed. This is another way of saying that in
the Gospel, God declares the way of salvation for sinners, for
Jews and Gentiles. Then immediately following, in verse
18, we meet with something which is difficult for some to
accept, namely, "the wrath of God". As was noted earlier in
our study, God's wrath is not an arbitrary, uncontrolled
outburst of anger, but the necessary action of the One who is
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absolutely holy and righteous. Wrath is one ot the essential
attributes of Deity. We could never understand God were it
not for the revelation of His wrath. God is love and God is
righteous, but the Bible never discusses one attribute of God
to the neglect of another.
There is hardly any one statement in the Bible which
shows so clearly what happens to a person who shuts God
out of his reckoning. That person leaves himself open to
God's wrath. "The wrath of God is revealed from heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness ... " (1: 18 ). It
is not that God singles out a certain person upon whom He
will pour out his judgment, but that person brings that
judgment upon himself.
A. God's Prerogative to Punish
One man can communicate to another the truth of God,
but none of us can pronounce the wrath of God upon
another. Any exercise of wrath against sin is God's preroga
tive. It is not within the power of an individual or church
body to pronounce wrath or to usurp the role of judge. A
Roman Catholic priest in a Pennsylvania town where I once
lived told a young woman that if she married a protestant
she could never go to heaven. His pronouncement was en
tirely without authority.
Sin is not merely a transgression of Gods's laws, but an
attack on the Lawgiver Himself. It is only natural and right,
therefore, that all retribution against sin be reserved for the
One whose spotless holiness and righteousness have been
violated. Since the attributes of righteousness and holiness
belong to God, so also does the attribute of wrath. The right
to punish sin is God's prerogative. The holiness of God
necessarily reacts against sin, and this reaction manifests
itself in sin's punishment. Earlv in Israel's history, God said,
"I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity
of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate me" (Exodus 20:5 ).
The Divine reaction to man's sin is called "the wrath of
God", a justifiable judicial wrath. Here then are two revela
tions from heaven, the righteousness of God (1: 17) and the
wrath of God (1: 18 ). When a man rejects the first, there is
nothing left for him but the second. To reveal His wrath
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against sin is God's prerogative.
Paul speaks of "the day of wrath" (2: 5 ), meaning that time
associated with coming judgment against sin. The present is
man's day when each individual person passes judgment
upon God, His Son Jesus Christ and His written Word. But
man's day will give way to the day of wrath. Each sinner
will decide for himself the measure of God's wrath he will
receive. "But after thy hardness and impenitent heart
treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath
and revelation of the righteous judgment of God" (2:5 ). The
sinner who deliberately rejects the light God gives to him is
accumulating Divine wrath against himself. He is actually
storing it away to be heaped upon himself in the. day of
wrath. The responsibility for the judgment the sinner re
ceives lies with himself. It will be forthcoming in the day of
wrath.
B. God's Procedure in Punishing (1:24, 26, 28)
There is a key phrase Paul uses which describes God's
procedure in inflicting His wrath upon sinners. Give it your
close attention: "God also gave them up" (1 :24); "God gave
them up: (1:26); "God gave them over (or up)" (1:28). All
three statements are saying the same thing. To "give up"
(Gr. paradidomi) signifies to turn over to the power of
another. When a man chooses to give up God, there is
nothing left but to give that man over to his own choice. It is
a frightening procedure on God's part, and it thunders forth
clearly three times as if to say, "Sinner, you can be triply
certain of your doom." It is a sweeping announcement that
God abandons the sinner to his own evil choice. He turns
the sinner over to his evil pursuit and makes him like it.
This is the procedure upon which God acts in judgment. But
remember, the only persons God gives up are those who first
gave Him up.
This Divine procedure is illustrated in the Old Testament
in God's dealings with Pharaoh. Not less than three times
we read that the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart (Exodus
4:21; 9: 12; 10:21), but when you read the whole account you
learn that Pharaoh hardened his own heart (7:22; 8: 15, 19,
32). God did not control Pharaoh's choice to harden his own
heart, that is, God did not produce that decision in Pharaoh.
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What God did do was to finally gratify Pharaoh in the choice
and decision he made. God gave him up, He turned him over
to his own evil choice.
And so God proceeds along a fair line of retribution. When
a man turns his back on God and yields to the powers of evil,
God will abandon him to his own choices and decisions.
Man is just as free to obey God as he is free to disobey, but
every sinner must know that God abandons them who
abandon Him.
"Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which
commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the
same, but have pleasure in them that do them" (1:32).
There is one great lesson here, namely, sin and death are
inseparably tied together. In the very beginning God warned
Adam, "In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely
die" (Genesis 2: 17). He said to Jeremiah, "Every one shall
die for his own iniquity" (Jeremiah 31:30). To Ezekiel God
declared, "The soul that sinneth, it shall die" (Ezekiel 18:4).
We will see later in our study how Paul puts emphasis on
this very fact (Romans 5: 12; 6:23). James likewise made it
clear that "sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death"
(James 1 : 15).
All the atheists in the world may ridicule the idea of God,
and deny that there is a retribution for sin, but in the day of
God's wrath they will know that they "are worthy of death "
(1:32). I have a feeling that even the avowed atheists in our
day know this but will not admit it. They may continue to
suppress, subvert, and spurn God's revelation to them, but
they are unable to get rid of the fact that they who continue
in sin are worthy of death, one thing that must be remem
bered with regard to the inspired Word of God is that it
always deals with facts. The Bible does not speculate, it does
not theorize. All God's declarations are true and final. Be
lieve them now or pay later. The sinner who continues to
reject God's revelation to him is not fit to live but is worthy
of death.
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WHY THE HYPOCRITE IS CONDEMNED (2:1-16).

1. THEREFORE, thou art inexcusable, 0 man, whosoever
thou art that judgest; for wherein thou judgest another, thou
condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same
things.
2. But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to
truth against them who commit such things.
3. And thinkest thou this, 0 man, that judgest them who do
such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the
judgment of God?
4. Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbear
ance and long-suffering, not knowing that the goodness of God
leadeth thee to repentance!
5. But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up
unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of
the righteous judgment of God,
6. Who will render to every man according to his deeds:
7. To them who by patient continuance in well-doing seek for
glory and honor and immortality, eternal life;
8. But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the
truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath,
9. Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that
doeth evil, of the few first, and also of the Gentile;
10. But glory, honor, and peace, to every man that worketh
good, to the Tew first, and also to the Gentile;
11. For there is no respect of persons with God.
12. For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish
without law; and as many as have sinned in the law shall be
judged by the law
13. (For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the
doers of the law shall be justified.
14. For when the Gentiles, who have not the law, do by
nature the things contained in the law, these, having not the
law, are a law unto themselves;
15. Who show the work of the law written in their hearts,
their conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the
meanwhile accusing or else excusing one another)
16. In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by
fesus Christ according to my gospel.
(Romans 2:1-16)
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The scene before us in these verses is a continuation of the
one in our preceding study. It is a courtroom drama where,
nation by nation and individual by individual, the human
race is arraigned before Almighty God, the sovereign and
righteous Judge. In those verses (1: 18-32), we learned that
the Gentile world is pronounced guilty by God and therefore
is "worthy of death" (1:32).
But of whom is the writer speaking in these first sixteen
verses in chapter two? Some commentators think that Paul
scored the Gentiles in 1:18-32, and now in 2:1-3:19 he
scores the Jews in the same fashion. But it seems to me that
in 2:1-16 he is not addressing the Gentiles exclusively nor
the Jews exclusively. Let the context determine the identity
of those to whom the message is spoken. It is addressed to
"whosoever thou art" (2: 1 ), which can only mean any per
son, "to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile" (2:9, 10}.
Lenski calls him "the self-convicted moralist". He could be
a Jew or a Gentile, anyone who takes the place of a judge.
Both Jew and Gentile sinned against light. Paul is talking to
any person on whose foot the shoe fits.
The person being addressed here can be compared with
those of whom our Lord said, "they trusted in themselves
that they were righteous, and despised others" (Luke 18:9).
In his parable which followed, Jesus said, "Two men went
up into the temple to pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other
a publican. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with him
self, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are,
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican"
(vs. 11 ). Looking at those sins of "other men" which he did
not practice, the Pharisee was occupied with the sins he did
not commit while ignoring those sins of which he was
guilty. He was comparing himself by the standards of those
poor heathen in 1: 18-32, and so to himself he looked pretty
good. To himself he appeared unimpeachable.
We all have been guilty of this common practice at one
time or another. But while we look with disdain upon the
sins of others, there is plenty of poison in our own hearts.
We are wrong when we sit in condemnation of others in
favor of ourselves. Such reasoning is hypocritical, and the
hypocrite must see the error of his way. He may be a non51

conformist to the world about him and be a bigot at the same
time.
Concerning this pharasaic hypocrite, God says:
A. There is No Excuse (2:1, 2)
"Therefore thou art inexcusable, 0 man, whosoever thou
art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou
condemnest thyself: for thou that judgest doest the same
things. But we are sure that the judgment of God is accord
ing to truth against them which commit such things " (2: 1,
2). A key word in these first sixteen verses in chapter two is
"judgest ... judge ... judgment", appearing nine times
(2: 1, 2, 3, 5, 12, 16). Judgment is discussed in this section.
The entire passage speaks to each of us, and if heeded will
make a mighty contribution to our lives. We can all do with
some teaching on the universal trait of man to sit in judg
ment upon the conduct of others, so open your mind and
heart to the important truth set before us.
No amount of condemnation of the sins of others will
excuse us for our sins. The acts of sin may vary, but the fact
of sin is the same in every heart. If judgment were left to
man, he would excuse himself on the ground that he is not
as bad as others. Looking at himself he may appear to him
self as better than others, but such a view is equal to the
distorted view of the hypocritical Pharisee. The man in
verse one may be a cultured moralist, which only makes
him more difficult to deal with. The immoral sinner in 1 :20
is without excuse, and so is the moral sinner in 2: 1. Verse
one is a rebuke to self-righteousness.
We cannot hide our own guilt by sitting in judgment of
others. Any person who has the ability to judge others will
be judged by himself. This I believe to be the meaning of the
statement, "Wherein thou judgest another, thou condemn
est thyself". The judgment we pass upon others is like a
boomerang, coming back to us. It is not sufficient to be
respectable and religious. The moral man has no more of the
righteousness of God than does the immoral man; therefore,
he should be slow in making derogatory appraisals of
another's character.
At this point, I must inject an important truth, namely,
there is a sound and ligitimate judgment, a moral discern52

ment between right and wrong. Every person has it and all
express it at one time or another. Parents teach their chil
dren right fro_m wrong, thereby showing them how to exer
cise the faculty of judging. I recall vividly those ·times when
my own children came into the house from school or play,
and would tell me how an acquaintance told a lie, or stole
something. Actually they were judging, and rightly so. I was
pleased with their ability to judge right from wrong.
Moreover, I believe God was pleased with it. The man in
Romans 2: 1 is not being condemned because he judged
others. Actually it was a good thing that he could detect evil
when he saw it. It is commendable when a person knows
what is right and what is wrong. The point Paul makes is
that the man who can judge others automatically both
judges and condemns himself and is therefore without ex
cuse. His ability to judge right from wrong is an indictment
against his own sins.
The Old Testament contains an excellent illustration on
this whole idea. It is recorded in Second Samuel 11 and 12.
David committed adultery with Bath-sheba, and her preg
nancy resulted. David concluded that one way to save face
was to marry the woman. But Bath-sheba already had a
husband. So David instructed one of his military officers to
assign Bath-sheba's husband to a position in battle where he
would be killed. All went according to plan and David
married the woman.
But the story did not end there. God had a prophet who
learned what had happened. He made a pastoral call on the
king one day and reported an incident to him. A rich man in
David's kingdom had many herds and flocks. A poor ne1gh
bor of the rich man had only one little ewe lamb. The rich
man was entertaining a guest in his house. Instead of taking
one of his many sheep to provide food for his guest, he took
his poor neighbor's only lamb. David knew at once that the
rich man did wrong, and he thereby judged correctly when
he told Nathan that the offender was deserving of punish
ment. To which Na than replied to David, "Thou art the
man". In substance, Nathan was saying, "By your ability to
judge right from wrong you have just condemned yourself
because you have done the same thing". For David, there
was no excuse.
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In verse 2 we are introduced to the first of four principles
of judgment. "We are sure that the judgment of God is
according to truth." The self-righteous hypocrite is to be
condemned by God's judgment, and truth is the first princi
ple by which God judges men. What is intended here is the
idea of impartiality. God's judgment squares with the true
facts as they exist. In the day of judgment there will be no
uncertainty as to guilt or innocence, right or wrong. There
will be only one standard of judgment in that day, namely,
truth. And He who is the Truth (John 14:6) is likewise the
Judge (John 5: 19-23). Here in verse 2, Paul clinches the
self-condemnation of the self-righteous moralist. He is
without excuse.

B. There is No Escape (2:3-5)
"And thinkest thou this, 0 man, that judgest them
which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt
escape the judgment of God~" (2:3 ). If you do, you had better
give the matter a second thought. Any man who reasons
that he can continue to sin and escape God's judgment is the
victim of false reasoning. The self-righteous hypocrite be
lieved that God would blast the heathen for his sins, but he
never for one moment dreamed that he would come under
the same judgment. "Surely there must be a way of escape
for one as good as I", he reasoned. But his reasoning was
faulty. Maybe he did not repeat the same shocking crimes
and indecencies of the heathen, but he was a guilty sinner
just the same. There is no escape.
his thinking not his behavior. A casual reading of the verse
The self-righteous sinner shared in the good news of God,
but he disregarded totally its purpose. By so doing, he held it
in contempt. He despised it (2:4). The goodness of God is
designed to lead men to repentence, but this man, while
accepting the goodness, refused to repent. It changed neither
his thinking nor his behavior. A casual reading of the verse
might lead one to believe that the person spoken of did not
know that the riches of God's goodness was intended to lead
him to repentence, from the statement, "not knowing".
However, such a conclusion would be incorrect. The word
Paul used, agnoe6, meaning to be ignorant, suggests not
merely a failure to know, but a deliberate and willful ignor
ing of the fact. Peter wrote of such persons who "willingly
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are ignorant" (II Peter 3:5). Paul included this same idea in
his sermon at Mars Hill (Acts 17:23). Let us never treat with
contempt the wealth of God's goodness, forbearance, and
longsuffering. The day of His wrath and judgment will sure
ly come, and for the sinner there is no escape.
The person who willfully ignores God's truth is treasur
ing up wrath for himself (2:5). Here is an emphatic affirma- .
tive statement that the wrath is proportionate with the
cause. For every effect there is a cause. All men will get what
each deserved. The hard and impenitent heart accumulates
its own wrath and judgment, thus it is called here "the
righteous judgment of God". This is a frightening thought.
When a man continues to despise the mercy of God, he
amasses, like hoarded treasure, an ever accumulating
amount of God's wrath. Look closely at verse 5 and take
note of that word "thyself". The responsibility for the sin
ner's doom lies with himself.
Someone might argue, "But in 1: 18, Paul said that the
wrath of God is revealed from heaven". That is correct. It is
revealed from heaven, but only in proportion to the amount
each sinner deposits there for himself. The judgment of God
is not vindictive, or arbitrary; it is a "righteous judgment".
From that judgment there is no escape.

C. There is No Exception (2:6-11)
Verse 6 introduces the reader to the second principle of
Divine judgment. "Who will render to every man according
to his deeds" (2:6). The truth here, broadly stated, is a basic
principle in the government of God, whether it is the judg
ment of saint or sinner. There are degrees of punishment for
unbelievers "according to their works" (Revelation 20: 12),
and there are degrees of reward for believers 11 according to
that he hath done, whether it be good or bad" (II Corinthians
5: 10). Whether punishing the evil or rewarding the right
eous, each will receive what he deserves "according to his
deeds". This is in harmony with our Lord's prophecy, "For
the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his
angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his
works" (Matthew 16:27). Deeds or works are substantial
evidence, and they are indelibly recorded where no one can
tamper with the records.
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It has been suggested by one writer that in verses 6 and 7,
Paul is teaching that the righteousness of God with its
assurance of eternal life can be obtained by one's fine char
acter and good works. But such is not the case. Neither Paul
nor any other penman of Holy Scripture taught salvation by
works. In the two chapters which follow in Romans, Paul
states the fact clearly. "By the deeds of the law there shall no
flesh be justified in His sight" (3:20). "But to him that
worketh not, but believeth on Him that justifieth the un
godly, his faith is counted for righteousness" (4:5 ). There is
no thought whatsoever of salvation by works in 2:6 and 7.
Paul is dealing with a principle of Divine judgment based
upon men's deeds. He who is right will do right, and he who
is wrong will do wrong. It is the real condition of the heart
that is in view here, not merely individual, isolated deeds.
The only way we can see a man's faith is by his deeds. A faith
which did not produce good works would be travesty of
faith.
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Are you prepared to face the judgment day on your own
merits? Do you feel that you will be the exception when pay
day for sinners arrives? If you do, have a look at what is
required of you. "In them who by patient continuance in
well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality,
eternal life" (2: 7). Patient continuance is that steadfastness
and constancy, without interruption. It is the perfect endur
ance which remains uninterrupted to the end. Do you think
that you will pass the test in the day of judgment? If I were
you, I would not risk being the exception, "For whosoever
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is
guilty of all" (James 2: 10).

''When the end comes and God judges men, He is going to
judge them by their life attitude, their heart attitude toward
the truth in the age in which they lived. This is a general
principle which is not confined to one dispensation at all,
but is applicable down through the ages.
"When God reveals a certain truth in a certain age, there
are two classes that emerge. One class is obedient to the
truth, and the other is rebellious. For them that rebel there
shall be 'wrath and indignation' from God's side (v. 8);
'tribulation and anguish' on man's side (v. 9). This will be
true for 'The Jew first, and also the Greek.' That is an awful
priority, isn't it? Did you ever think of it? What was the Jew
morally? He said, 'I am first.' And he was first, too. But in a
larger sense than he ever dreamed of! For if God would
render to him first from the standpoint of righteousness, He
would also render to him first from the standpoint of respon
sibility. Revelation of truth determines priority in the mind
of God. On the positive side the principle of judgment fol
lows the same order (v. 10)."
In verse 11, we meet with the third principle of Divine
judgment: "For there is no respect of persons with God"
(2: 11 ). God never shows partiality. He does not give pre
ferential treatment on the basis of one's face, race or place in
this life. No one will be treated as a favorite. This principle
of judgment is quite prominent through Scripture. Moses
wrote that God "regardeth not persons nor taketh reward"
(Deuteronomy 10: 17). God cannot be bribed. Peter said, "Of
a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons" (Acts
10:34). This searching fact was declared by both James and
Peter (James 2:9; I Peter 1: 17). No sinner has a claim on God.

Of all the passages in Romans that we have examined,
this passage deserves very careful study. For this reason I
will quote the following lines from the late Dr. McClain:
"From the phrase in the seventh verse, 'patience in well
doing', covers the question, 'What is welldoing in this age?
Well doing in this age is believing on the name of the Son of
God. 'What must we do, that we may work the works of
God? Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of
God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent' (Jn. 6:28-29,
ASV). Now if you want to do well in God's sight in this age,
believe on the Son of God. That is welldoing.

Several years ago I went to a city in New York State for a
week of ministry in a local church. On Monday, the pastor
and I went to a nearby restaurant for lunch. All of the
parking spaces in the area were occupied, so the pastor drove
into a no-parking area. Thinking that he might not have
noticed the large sign which read, NO PARKING AT ANY
TIME, I drew it to his attention. He nonchalantly replied,
"There will be no problem". We had our lunch and returned
to the car. Attached to the windshield wiper was a ticket
placed there by a police officer. He removed the ticket, drove
directly to the court house, went in and returned to the car
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in about five minutes. His only comment was, "I never pay
traffic fines. The judge is a personal friend of mine."
The judge in that court was an unrighteous judge. In
showing partiality and respect of persons he did wrong. (I
felt the pastor was also wrong.) No such respect of persons_ is
found in God. The person who believes he can claim special
privileges from God is in for a great surprise. ~fter stating
the principle of judgment in verse 11, the r_emamder of ~he
chapter develops it and concludes with a startling
announcement.
D. There is No Exoneration (2:12-16}
Verse 12 is a key verse to sum up the fact that the self
righteous hypocrite, whether he be Jew or Gentile, is con
demned. "For as many as have sinned without law shall
also perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the
law shall be judged by the law" (2: 12). This verse is divided
into two parts, the first speaking of Gentiles; the second of
Jews. Let us look at them in that order.
Twice in the first part of verse 12 there appears the phrase
"without law", meaning written law, like the law God gave
to the children of Israel at Sinai. Inasmuch as there is no
definite article, law here is viewed as a general principle,
though it does not exclude entirely any reference to the
Mosaic Law. The point being made in the first part of verse
12 is that the Gentiles were without any written law. Yet
that fact will not spare them from judgment. Men will be
judged by the light they received. The Gentiles who have
not that written Law will be judged apart from the demands
of that Law. The fact that they do not have that specifically
revealed Law will not exonerate them thereby saving them
from judgment. There is no man, Gentile or Jew, who is
absolutely without any knowledge of God.
There is something just as important and sacred as writ
ten law. Paul explains it in verses 14 and 15; "For when the
Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things
contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law
unto themselves: Which shew the work of the law written
in their hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and
their thoughts the mean while accusing or else excusing
one another" (2: 14, 15 ). A Gentile might reason that it is
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only _right that God should condemn the Jew. After all, the
J~w had the advantage of the Law and knew better. Surely
·we Gentiles deserve a break from God. But Paul knock~ the
props from under any such claim. There is a_n unwntten
revelation from God stamped on every heart. It is ~alle~ here
conscience, co-knowledge wit~ God, th~t God-g~ven mn~r
consciousness whereby men Judge their behav10r. Mans
conscience will either accuse or excuse him, condemn or
commend him. There is then a standard whereby the Gen
tile will be judged, and inasmuch as he has not obeyed the
knowledge he had, condemnation await~ him._ F?r t~e s~lf
righteous individual there is no ex_on~rat10n._ His mstmctive
knowledge of right and wrong will Judge him.
In the second half of verse 12, attention is turned to the
Jew. "And as many as have sinned in the law shall be
judged by the law". I have the idea that not a few Jews were
somewhat startled at Paul's statement, "There is no respect
of persons with God". After all, the Jews were God's chosen
people with whom He made an unconditional covenant and
to whom He entrusted the Holy Scriptures. But the Jew's
privilege by birth, and his possession and knowledge of ~he
Law were not sufficient in themselves to exonerate him.
"For not the hearers of the law are just before God, but the
doers of the law shall be justified" (2: 13 ). If the Gentile
could not be exonerated on the ground that he had no writ
ten Law neither could the Jew claim exemption because he
did hav~ it. The truth of the matter is that the Jew had it and
heard it but did not obey it.
The failure of the Jew to obey the Law will meet with
appropriate judgment. He who sins under the light of God's
precepts will be dealt with accordingly. A man should never
feel that because he knows the Law he need not be con
cerned about future judgment. Education in the Law of God
is no substitute for obedience to the will of God. The knowl
edge of right teaching will not atone for wrong deeds. Paul
saw the unregenerated world of mankind divided into ~wo
classes of people, the Jews with the Law and the ~entiles
without that Law. But neither could claim exonerat10n. God
will judge every man for what he knows and for what he
ought to know.
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And now, look at the closing verse in this lesson: "In the
day when God shall judge the secrets of man by Tesus
Christ according to my gospel" (2: 16). This verse introduces
the fourth principle of Divine judgment. The four great
principles in their order are:
1. According to truth (2:2)
2. According to man's deeds (2:6)
3. According to impartiality (2: 11)
4. According to the secrets of man (2: 16)
In the plan of God there is a time in the future when a
judicial sentence, either favorable or unfavorable, will be
pronounced upon all unbelievers. In the context here in
Romans 2: 16, the sentences will be unfavorable because it
will have to do with sins, especially the one sin of rejecting
the revelation from God. The best person on earth cannot
stand before God and claim innocence in the light of the four
principles of judgment.
The main point for emphasis in the fourth principle of
judgment as stated in verse 16 is that God will judge the
secrets of every heart according to Jesus Christ. Some com
mentators make more of the idea that men will be judged by
the Gospel. But this, in my thinking, is hardly the correct
meaning because there were millions of people who lived
and died before the Gospel was ever presented to the world.
Our Lord Himself said, "For the Father judgeth no man, but
hath committed all judgment unto the Son (John 5:22). Peter
preached that it is Christ Who was ordained of God to be the
Judge of both the living and the dead (Acts 10:42). Paul
declared that God "hath appointed a day, in the which He
will judge the world in righteousness by that Man whom He
hath ordained; whereof He hath given assurance to all men,
in that He hath raised Him from the dead" (Acts 17:31). A
point for emphasis is that all men must appear before the
Son of God to be judged, thus the important truth is that
Christ will do the judging.

standeth all the imaginations of the thoughts" (I Chronicles
28:9). The Pharisees were the self-righteous hypocrites of
Christ's day and He saw clearly through their false exterior.
He said to them, "Even so ye also outwardly appear right
eous unto men, but within ye are full of hypocrisy and
iniquity" (Matthew 23:28). On numerous occasions it is
recorded that Jesus knew their thoughts (Matthew 9:4;
12:25; Luke 5:22; 6:8; 9:47; 11: 17, etc.). "And again, The
Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain" (I
Corinthians 3:20). The Psalmist said, "Thou hast set our
iniquities before Thee, our secret sins in the light of Thy
countenance" (Psalm 90:8).
The norm of the judgment is God's own righteousness.
When any sinner is judged by such a standard, he doesn't
have a leg on which to stand. God's concept of righteousness
towers high above man's. No man keeps his righteousness a
secret, but he works hard at hiding his sins. We all have done
wrong, and some of our sins nobody knows anything about
but God and us. And some of our sins we have forgotten. But
God keeps the record and it is accurate. In the day of judg
ment the hidden things will be made manifest. The deeds
which have been kept in the dark will be brought into the
light.
There will be no excuse, no escape, no exception and no
exoneration.

Consider the fact that "the secrets of men" will be judged.
God is never impressed with mere outward appearances.
"The LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the
outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart" (I
Samuel 16:7). "The LORD searcheth all hearts, and under60
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